
life groups 

Message Review
This weekend we celebrated Easter. The resurrection of Jesus is the central moment that 
defines Christianity. Having paid the debt for our sins on the cross He rose again to life proving 
His power and authority to offer us eternal life. 

The story is familiar. It’s so familiar, in fact, that we can easily miss some of the unlikely heroes. 
This week we looked at Nicodemus - a man who’s faith emerged from the shadows after 
seeing Jesus on the cross. 

When Nicodemus first talked with Jesus he heard the Lord talk about being born again and 
how faith in Him would save a person. In that conversation Jesus compared His coming 
sacrifice to an account Nicodemus would have been familiar with - Moses raising up a bronze 
serpent in the wilderness to save the Israelites from judgement. This would not have made 
much sense until the moment he watched as Jesus was raised up on the cross. 

After “connecting the dots” Nicodemus couldn’t hide his faith anymore and asked for Jesus’ 
body. He and Joseph of Arimathea embalmed Jesus’ body and buried Him a new tomb. It was 
because of this proper burial that the resurrection story was possible. Jesus was properly 
buried - evidence of His death. When He came back to life there was no other explanation than 
a miraculous resurrection. 

Sometime after Jesus’ resurrection Nicodemus must have shared his story with the apostle 
John who penned the account of his encounter with Jesus. And because of that conversation 
we now have John 3:16. 

Nicodemus learned the truth: Entrance into the kingdom of God comes not through 
earning it, but through trusting Jesus. How are our lives reflecting this truth? 

Nicodemus had a moment when he could no longer be a secret follow of Jesus. Ultimately, we 
all have benefited from his public faith. Now we must ask ourselves, “Is there an area where I 
need to go from secret follower to actively, publicly following Jesus?” 

Your Take-aways: Discuss with your group your impression of the message, 
any new perspective you gained, or how this message challenged you.

Digging Deeper: 

1. Nicodemus didn’t publicly commit to following Jesus until after His death. God used his 
hesitation as an integral part of the resurrection account and so we’re thankful for how it 
worked out. However it points to a tendency in many of us to follow Jesus in our hearts but 
struggle to identify with Him in public. Others may know we’re a Christian but we still don’t 
want to actively follow Jesus in a way that others would have no doubt about our faith. 



Why do you think everyday Christians sometimes struggle to identify with Jesus at 
work or in public? 

Pastor Tim asked, “Is there an area where you need to go from secret follower to actively, 
publicly following Jesus?” What are some ways Christians hide their faith? What do they 
do (or not do) in public that keeps their faith secret? 

Have you ever taken a bold step and put your faith “on display”? What was the result? 

A few months ago we talked about “jerks for Jesus” - people who are so offensive in how they 
live out their faith (and they way they treat others) that they push people away from Jesus 
instead of drawing them in. How can we be bold (and public) in our faith without being off-
putting? 

What’s the difference between living with convictions and being legalistic? How do each 
affect other people? 

2. This weekend we heard how Nicodemus’ faith grew in the shadows as he watched Jesus’ 
ministry and death from afar. He probably had an epiphany when he watched Jesus being 
lifted on a cross - recalling how Jesus had talked to him about how the Son of Man would be 
lifted up like the snake Moses had lifted up in the desert. It seems as though Nicodemus’ faith 
grew as he understood more and more. He came to Jesus with an intellectual faith. 

Thomas (one of Jesus’ disciples) struggled to believe Jesus had risen from the grave. He 
needed to experience Jesus in the flesh to believe. He needed to touch Jesus’ wounds. It was 
in that profound moment that Thomas truly believed. Thomas came to Jesus with an 
experiential faith. 

Zacchaeus didn’t need to be convinced of the truth. Nor did he have to experience something 
profound to believe in Jesus. Zacchaeus was a tax collector whom Jesus publicly identified 
with and seemed to like. Because Jesus accepted Zacchaeus when nobody else would he 
trusted him. Zacchaeus came to Jesus with emotional faith. 

Some of us need to be convinced of the facts and prophesies to believe. Some of us need a 
moment where we encounter God to believe. And some of us believe because He fills an 
emotional need in us that nobody else can. 

How would you compare your faith journey to these Bible characters? Did you come to 
Jesus with an intellectual, experiential, or emotional faith? 

All three types of faith are valuable to the believer. Knowing more about God allows us to 
understand His heart for us better. Experiencing moments of God’s power or care in our lives 
reminds us to be intimate with Him. Feeling accepted and secure in our relationship with God 
gives us assurance and rest. 

Which of these areas of faith do you tend toward? Which one do you tend to ignore?
Have you ever witnessed or experienced a judgmental attitude among Christians who 
value one type of faith over another? (ie. One type of church may be more intellectual and 
another more experiential, etc). 



How does a weekend Church service facilitate each of the three types of faith? Is that a 
good argument for church attendance? Why or why not? 

Bonus
One of the most famous scriptures in the New Testament is John 3:16. Jesus tells us that 
God’s love is the motivator behind Him coming to die for our sins. For us to have everlasting 
life we must believe in Him. The context of John 3:16 however, is a conversation that Jesus 
had with Nicodemus. Jesus tries to communicate that salvation comes through faith and not 
works. He uses an Old Testament story about Moses and a bronze snake. Read Numbers 
21:4-9 together. 

In this story God judges the sin of the people with a deadly snake attack. But for the repentant 
God instructs Moses to raise up a bronze snake on a pole so that those who recognize their 
sin and want rescue may look upon it and He will spare them the destruction they deserve. 

How many parallels between this account and what Jesus did on the cross can you 
think of? 

When this story took place (1500 years or more before Jesus) it was likely really odd. We only 
understand it now - being able to view it through the perspective of the cross. It shows us that 
God’s plan for the redemption of mankind included Jesus dying on the cross from the 
beginning.  Do you think people struggled to trust God without having to do anything but 
look at the snake on a pole? Did they have to fully understand it to be saved? 

The bronze statue that Moses made shows up another time in the Bible. Almost a 1,000 years 
after the Israelites needed it in the desert King Hezekiah destroyed it. 

2 Kings 18:4 “He removed the high places, smashed the sacred stones and cut down 
the Asherah poles. He broke into pieces the bronze snake Moses had made, for up to 
that time the Israelites had been burning incense to it. (It was called Nehushtan.)

The word Nehushtan is a derogatory term that simply means “that brazen thing.” Hezekiah was 
a Godly king and was destroying anything that was akin to idol worship. 
Why do you think the Israelites had mystified the bronze snake and turned it into an 
idol? 

Do you think there is a similarity between their mistake and the modern use of religious 
symbols?

Does this story of the snake becoming an idol tell us anything about our tendency in 
religion? What do we need to do to make sure our faith isn’t misplaced? 

Take Home
This week take time to celebrate what Jesus did for you on the cross and when He was 
raised to life again - having conquered death. That should motivate you to take your 
faith out of the shadows and put it on display - like Nicodemus did. 


