
life groups 

Message Review
This week is celebrated by Christians all around the world as Holy Week - the week 
leading up to the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus. So we skipped ahead in our 
verse by verse study of Luke and looked at Jesus' crucifixion through the eyes of an 
unlikely character. 

Two men were crucified next to Jesus and we know from the story that one of them puts 
their trust in Jesus before he dies. But if we take a step back and imagine his 
perspective on life and God we can learn a very important truth about God’s love. 

There are bound to be times in our life when we are disappointed. Maybe something 
tragic happens or the life we expected isn’t coming together. Our disappointment can 
lead to disillusionment with God. We ask, “Why would God allow this to happen to me?” 
We think maybe He doesn’t have our best interest in mind. That leads us to doubt His 
love for us. Or worse, we can end up doubting His existence. And finally, we detach 
from God. We keep God at arms length and don’t live in relationship with Him. 

People spend years apart from God because we tend to move from being disappointed 
to being detached. But the root problem is that we’ve confused our life’s circumstances 
with God’s love for us. Imagine what drove the thief on the cross to live a life of crime. At 
some point this young Jewish man must have experienced something that left him 
disappointed and disillusioned with God. Wondering why God didn’t love him, he 
became detached. But in the final hours of his life he discovered that the God whom he 
had pushed away was dying right next to him - for him. 

Interestingly, the other thief did not put his faith in Jesus. Both thieves experienced the 
same punishment. Both deserved it. Both had Jesus right there with them. One realized 
the truth, one didn't.

Our challenge is to accept the same truth: Your life circumstances do not define 
God’s care for you. The cross defines God’s care for you.
Before disappointment turns into detachment we have to recognize that God truly loves 
us. When we are wondering where He is in the midst of our pain and struggles we need 
to remember that He hung on a cross to prove how much He cares. 

Your Take-aways: Discuss with your group your impression of the 
message, any new perspective you gained, or how this message challenged you.



Digging Deeper: 

1. According to Luke the last human conversation Jesus had before his death was with 
the thief on the cross. The thief said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” How do you think this made Jesus feel? 

What significance does the thief’s choice of words have? (cf. Luke 1:33; 4:43; 
17:20-21; etc)

There were many people at the scene of Jesus’ crucifixion: the Pharisees, the crowd, 
the Roman centurions, the thieves crucified next to Him, some of the disciples, Jesus’ 
mother. If you were in that scene, who would you most likely be with? Why? 

The thief never had a chance to “turn his life around.” He likely lived far from God and 
didn’t try to be righteous, but he received salvation in his last moments. Is that fair for 
those who spend most of their life trying to please God? Why or why not? 

What benefit is there to living a life that’s pleasing to God if the end result can be 
the same either way? Why not live to please ourselves? 

Have you ever known someone who put their trust in Jesus near the end of their 
life? 

How does the story of the thief on the cross impact how/why we evangelize? 

2. On the night of Jesus’ arrest two of his disciples failed him. Judas betrayed him to 
the Pharisees and Peter denied him three times publicly. Both men felt bad about it. 
Judas ended up returning the blood money to the Pharisees and hanging himself. But 
Peter was restored and went on to be a leader in the church. 

What was the difference between the two? 
• How were their motivations different? How were they the same? 
• How were their responses to what they had done different? 

Jesus seeks out Peter and restores him in a touching conversation (John 21:15-19). 
What does that teach us about God’s heart when we fail him? 

Do you think Jesus would have restored Judas if he hadn’t taken his own life? 
Why or why not? 

How does the pattern of the 4 “d’s” (disappointment, disillusionment, doubt, 
detachment) lead us into a situation similar to Peter’s denial of Jesus? How do 
you think God feels about us in that situation? 

Have you ever identified with how Peter must have felt after he denied Jesus? 
What did God do to draw you back to himself?



Bonus. Take a few moments to read Hebrews 9:1-10 either out loud as a group or 
silently by yourselves. See the illustration below for reference. 

The Temple (and the Tabernacle before it) represented the intersection of Heaven and 
Earth. It was in the Holy of Holies that God was said to dwell. It was the holiest place on 
earth. Yet the Temple served some very specific purposes: It was a place to worship 
God but also the place to atone for sin. Sin was on the forefront of all temple activity. 
And there were “layers” of access in the temple with each layer emphasizing more and 
more separation between God and sin. There was an outer court for Gentiles. There 
was a court for Israel where common sacrifices were made. There was the Holy Place 
where only Priests could go. And then there was the Holy of Holies where only the High 
Priest could go - only once a year - and only when prepared with the blood of a 
sacrifice. 

Legend says that the High Priest would wear bells so that those outside would be able 
to hear if he was still alive or if God had struck him dead. They would tie a rope around 
his ankle to be dragged out if he did die… because nobody else was allowed in. 

This all points to the holiness of that room. And the curtain was the separation between 
that room and the rest of the Temple. The curtain was a constant reminder that sin 
renders humanity unfit for the presence of God. Going through the curtain was also the 
only way to access the presence of God. 

Luke 23:44-46 says, 
“44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon, 45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in 



two.46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my 
spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last.

What was the significance of the curtain being torn in two? What changed in that 
moment? 

Read the following passages and discuss how they relate to the curtain being 
torn in two? 
• Hebrews 10:19-22
• 1 Corinthians 6:19-20
• John 14:6 

How would an Old Testament believer feel about the access we now have to God 
through Jesus Christ? What do you think they would say to us about how we 
treat that access? 

The temple was a place of reverence and awe. It was a physical reminder of the 
sinfulness of man and holiness of God. What have we gained since the curtain was 
torn and the temple destroyed? What have we lost? 

The physical temple represented the place people could go to connect with God. 1 
Corinthians 6:19 tells us that we are the temple now. How we treat the temple matters 
(our body). But it also means that people can connect with God in and through us. Have 
you ever witnessed a situation where an unbeliever was pushed away from the 
presence of God by a christian’s actions? 

Have you ever witnessed a situation where an unbeliever encountered God “in” a 
christian and it affected their life? 

Take Home
This week take inventory of the condition of your heart. Is it dependent on life’s 
circumstances or are you content with God’s love for you. What if God never did 
anything else in your life beyond the cross? Would you still be convinced of His 
love for you? 


