
life groups 

Message Review
This week we continued our study through the gospel account of Luke. In chapter 16 
Jesus addresses the heart of the greedy Pharisees by telling a parable about a rich man 
and a beggar named Lazarus. Then at the beginning of chapter 17 He teaches His 
disciples about the Kingdom principle of continually forgiving. These two conversations 
each deal with a common misconception among God’s people: that somehow God 
owes us something. 

While we may agree that God doesn’t actually owe us anything we live (and complain) 
as though He does. Our relationship with God often becomes very transactional. We 
live as though when we’ve done good, been obedient, tried hard, avoided certain things, 
or “put in our time” then God ought to give us what makes us happy. While this attitude 
may not be obvious in our day-to-day life, we discover it when we fail to get what we 
want. When we’ve given but haven’t been blessed with more, or when we’ve been 
faithful only to have a spouse leave we often get bitter and angry with God (as if He 
didn’t hold up His end of the deal). The problem is that wasn’t the deal in the first place. 

In the parable of the rich man and Lazarus they both die but find themselves in opposite 
situations in the afterlife. The rich man (who knew Lazarus well enough to know his 
name but ignored his need in life) was being tormented while Lazarus found relief 
among the righteous. The rich man must have thought that God was pleased with Him 
and blessed him with wealth and therefore expected God wouldn’t send him to Hell 
even though he mistreated people. He must have believed God owed him something 
simply because he was a rich Jewish man. 

In Jesus’ teaching with the disciples He explained that God expects us to forgive 
someone when they repent regardless of how many times they’ve offended us. When 
the disciples complained and said they’d need more faith for that Jesus responded by 
saying a servant does what he’s told. They weren’t owed the outcome they expected. In 
fact they weren’t owed anything. They were simply called to forgive - no matter how 
hard it was. 

In both of these teachings we discover that God doesn’t owe us anything. But, He gave 
us everything when He sent His son to die for our sins. When we let go of expectation 
and entitlement we become free from bitterness and letdown. When we lean in to the 
truth of the gospel - God owed us nothing but gave us everything - we can live the 
life He calls us to. We can be generous. We can be unnaturally kind. We can forgive 
when it doesn’t make sense. We can live free and at the same time draw people to 
Jesus because our lives are so different than what they’ve experienced. 

Your Take-aways: Discuss with your group your impression of the 
message, any new perspective you gained, or how this message challenged you.



Digging Deeper: 

1. Jesus makes it very clear in Luke 17:3-10 that He expects us to forgive anyone who 
offends us but repents. This call is itself difficult but becomes increasingly more difficult 
when someone repeatedly hurts us. Yet Jesus, using hyperbole, says that even if they 
sin against you 7 times in a day you should forgive them each time. In other words there 
is no limit to forgiveness - no room for unforgiveness. 

This passage makes Jesus’ expectation for us to forgive very clear but it doesn’t 
necessarily tell us why He has that expectation. Why do you think Jesus wants us to 
forgive over and over again? 

When we refuse to forgive someone we are reserving the right to hold their offense 
against them (in the way we interact and in our hearts). This gives us some power. How 
does forgiving someone, whom we don’t think deserves it, make us vulnerable?

How does forgiveness involve trust? 

Have you ever “been forgiven” only to have your sin used against you again 
later?

We’ve learned that love is both an emotion and an action and that we are called to the 
action of love regardless of the feeling. Hopefully the feelings will follow but we are to 
love either way. Do you think forgiveness is similar? Why or why not? 
Is it possible to forgive and yet not feel it? If so, how can we keep our emotions 
from undermining the action of forgiveness? 

Jesus said we have to forgive a repentant person 7 times in one day. That implies that 
they were able to hurt us 7 times in that day. Does forgiving someone mean you have 
to allow them the same opportunity to hurt you again? Why or why not? 

If not, then how can we forgive and yet protect ourselves (our families, our 
church, etc) from future harm? 

2. In this weekend’s message we heard about God’s call for us to “watch
ourselves” and make sure we aren’t causing others to sin. 

What are some different ways we unwittingly encourage others to sin?

What principles or practices do the following verses give to help us head in the 
right direction and not cause others to stumble?

Psalm 139:23-24      Proverbs 15:31     Proverbs 27:6     Proverbs 27:17

What are some reasons we often don’t live out these practices?

While confronting someone about their sin can sound like a daunting task, it can also 
lead to positive change when done in the way God calls us to. What guidance does 
Galatians 6:1-5 give on how to approach those who may be causing others to 
sin?



Another way to help those struggling with sin is to be a positive example. What 
guidance do the following verses give in how to demonstrate our faith in the way 
God intended?

Colossians 3:12      Ephesians 4:2      Ephesians 4:15      1 John 3:18

Which of these are most important for you to remember in the coming weeks?

Would you characterize our community as a safe place to repent of sin? Why or 
why not?

3. The message this week began with Jesus’ parable of the rich man and Lazarus. 
Though it can be entertaining to use this story to piece together a theology of how Old 
Testament saints experienced life after death, we can easily miss the point Jesus’ 
message. It’s possible to think we’re right with God and not find out until it’s too late that 
we weren’t. 

In Jesus’ culture many people thought material wealth meant you were blessed by God. 
Therefore it was a shock that the rich man found himself on the outside. What are 
some misconceptions today that might trick people into the the same trap? 

The USA affords us a lot of rights and freedoms as Christians. In other parts of the 
world Christians struggle much more. Day-to-day life for American Christians is likely 
easier than others. Do you think evangelism is easier or harder in America than in 
one of the places Christians are persecuted? Why? 

What stands in the way of people believing in Jesus in cultures where Christians 
are persecuted vs our culture? 

How does that relate to the misconception in Jesus’ culture that wealth meant 
you were right with God? 

What other truths can we glean from the parable of the rich man and Lazarus?

Take Home
The truth is that God doesn’t owe you anything. This week ask Him to show you 
an area of your life where you live (or complain) as if He does owe you something 
and take a step toward letting that expectation go - for your joy. 


