
life groups 

Getting to know you
Icebreaker: What’s your favorite cartoon character and why? 

Message Review
This week Pastor Tim led us through one of the most confusing parables of Jesus. In 
Luke 16 Jesus tells about a dishonest man who is about to lose his job as the estate 
manager for a wealthy man because he is wasteful. With no other job skills and being 
too proud to beg he knows his future is hopeless. The man goes to his master’s debtors 
and strikes a deal. He allows them to change the amount they owe his master thinking 
they will be obligated to help him when he gets fired. Surprisingly, when the master 
discovers what the manager did he applauds his shrewdness. 

Jesus uses this parable to teach his listeners about being shrewd and clever to use our 
worldly resources for God’s kingdom. He then finishes by teaching on faithfulness. 
When we are trustworthy with what we’ve been given, then we can be trusted with 
more.  

Jesus calls us to be creative and intentional with our worldly wealth in order to make an 
eternal impact. Will we be faithful to get the most impact out of what we’ve been given? 
Ultimately we can’t take any of our stuff with us when we die. The only things we can 
take with us to heaven are other people - when we’ve introduced them to Jesus. Are we 
spending our time, money, and effort in ways that value people and lead them to their 
savior? 

We are forced to ask ourselves, What does my faithfulness reveal about what my 
heart ACTUALLY values?
If you don’t like what you observe about what your heart actually values:
• Ask God to align your heart with His.
• Start taking small concrete steps of faithfulness.
• Ask for forgiveness for past unfaithfulness.

Your Take-aways: Discuss with your group your impression of the 
message, any new perspective you gained, or how this message challenged you.



Digging Deeper: 

1. While explaining the parable of the shrewd manager Jesus said, in Luke 16:8 “The 
master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the 
people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people 
of the light. 9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it 
is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.” 

Pastor Tim pointed out that though the manager’s tactics may have been wrong his 
shrewdness was admirable. He was clever enough to use what leverage he had to 
benefit him in the future. He was creative and intentional. Jesus tells us to have a 
similar mindset regarding our worldly wealth and our future. The difference is that, as 
members of God’s kingdom, we know our wealth is fleeting but our future is eternal. So 
the charge is to be creative and intentional with what we have now to leverage the most 
benefit for eternity. We ought to be shrewd for Jesus. 

Scott Harrison is an example of being shrewd for Jesus. He spent a decade as a 
nightclub promoter in New York City. He had influence and was skilled at bringing 
important and wealthy people together. But he was immersed in all the debaucherous 
things the world had to offer. While throwing an over-the-top party in a foreign country 
he broke. He realized his life needed to change because his lifestyle wasn’t satisfying. 
He ended up returning to his faith, joining Mercy Ships in Africa, and ultimately starting a 
charity to bring clean water to the world. Today he uses the skills and influence he 
gained as a drunk nightclub promoter to raise money to save lives. Scott has the 
shrewdness and business sense of a New York nightclub promoter… but leverages 
those qualities for Jesus. (For more about Scott Harrison check out this link: 
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/03/22/how-scott-harrison-founded-charity-water.html )

What are some other examples of someone leveraging their resources for the 
kingdom of God? 

Being “shrewd for Jesus” means being creative and intentional to leverage our 
resources for eternal benefits. Jesus said people of the light (Christians) aren’t very 
good at being shrewd. Why is that? How can we, in our current culture, learn from 
non-christians to be better at it? 

Proverbs 14:20 says, “The poor are shunned even by their neighbors, but the rich have 
many friends.” And 19:4 says, “Wealth attracts many friends, but even the closest friend 
of the poor person deserts them.” What do these truisms say about people? How 
can the shrewd person use these truths to advance the kingdom of God and 
benefit people (compare to Luke 16:9)? 

2. The take home question from this weekend’s message was “What does my 
faithfulness reveal about what my heart ACTUALLY values?” That question builds 
on what Jesus said in Luke 16:10-12 about faithfulness. He describes the kingdom 
principle of stewardship. Read that passage together. 

https://www.cnbc.com/2018/03/22/how-scott-harrison-founded-charity-water.html


Luke 16:10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and 
whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you 
have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true 
riches? 12 And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who 
will give you property of your own?”

Jesus says that we need to prove that we’re trustworthy with what’s been given to 
us before more will be given. How can we prove to be trustworthy? Who 
determines what “trustworthy” looks like? 

What do you think the “true riches” are that Jesus talks about in verse 11? 

How does 2 Corinthians 9:6-7 fit into the concept of stewardship? 

What are some practical ways we can evaluate how trustworthy we are? (Because 
we all have a tendency to see ourselves though a filter of good intentions). 

What are some simple steps we could take to become better stewards of what 
we’ve been given? In other words… what does being “faithful with very little” 
look like? What are some “little things” that we are bad stewards of? 

3. One way that we can put value in eternal things is by serving people who haven’t 
earned our service. Hopefully by serving them we can gain influence that leads them to 
Jesus. Discuss ideas for possible service projects that your life group could do 
together this Spring or Summer. Try to determine what resources (time, materials, 
influence, skills) your group has to offer and then consider if there are needs in our 
community that those resources could meet. 

Take Home
This week be intentional with what God has given you. Has he given you material 
resources? How can you use those for His kingdom? Has he given you unique 
skills or influence? How can you leverage those for His kingdom? 


