
life groups 
Getting to know you
Icebreaker: If you were writing your will, and could only give away one item, what would 
it be? What is its significance? What do you hope the recipient would do with it? 

Message Review
This weekend our worship pastor Winston taught through Jesus’ parable of the prodigal 
son in Luke 15. In the parable there is a father with two sons and the younger one gets 
his inheritance early. He uses his relationship with his father to get whatever he can. He 
ends up  squandering the money on wild living and comes to his senses in a far away 
land. When he returns to his father with a changed heart he is received back with a 
celebration. He no longer wants to use his relationship with his father for his own gain… 
He’s just happy to be home. However the older son is offended by his father’s treatment 
of his brother and complains that he (having done what was right the whole time) 
deserved the better treatment. Through that conversation we discover that the older son 
also uses his relationship with his father.

Though the prodigal son wasted his inheritance and sinned before heaven and his 
father, in the end his heart was right. On the contrary the older son lived well but his 
heart was far from the father. The prodigal son is the one, in the end, that is right with 
the father. Through this parable Jesus shows us that God’s priority is a vibrant 
relationship with us, but we tend to use Him for what He can do for us. We seek His 
hand and not His face. We’re either like the younger son (treating God like a vending 
machine), or we’re like the older son (feeling like we’ve somehow earned a right to His 
blessing). Either way we’re focussed on His stuff and not Him. 

Winston asked, “Do you realized how much using God can affect your relationship with 
Him?” The way we think about and treat God will determine how vibrant and life-giving 
our relationship with Him can be. God wants vibrant relationship with you. 

The next time you realize you’re using God:

Your Take-aways: Discuss with your group your impression of the 
message, any new perspective you gained, or how this message challenged you.

Digging Deeper: 

1. This week’s message was focussed on Jesus’ parable of the prodigal son in Luke 
15. To understand the cultural setting for this parable read Deuteronomy 21:15-21 
together. 

1. Stop (point to your mind) 
2. Be honest (point to your heart) 

3. Tell Him what you want (point to your lips)
4. Take it when He offers it (open your hands)



Deuteronomy 21:15-21
15 If a man has two wives, and he loves one but not the other, and both bear him sons 

but the firstborn is the son of the wife he does not love, 16 when he wills his property 
to his sons, he must not give the rights of the firstborn to the son of the wife he loves 
in preference to his actual firstborn, the son of the wife he does not love. 17 He must 
acknowledge the son of his unloved wife as the firstborn by giving him a 
double share of all he has. That son is the first sign of his father’s strength. The right 
of the firstborn belongs to him.

18 If someone has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father and 
mother and will not listen to them when they discipline him, 19 his father and mother 
shall take hold of him and bring him to the elders at the gate of his town. 20 They 
shall say to the elders, “This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey 
us. He is a glutton and a drunkard.”21 Then all the men of his town are to stone him 
to death. You must purge the evil from among you. All Israel will hear of it and be 
afraid.

What would Jesus’ audience expect the father to do with the prodigal son? How 
does the parable challenge those expectations? 

What does this parable teach us about fairness? 

What are some areas of life where we fight for fairness, but we might be fighting 
against the heart of God? 

2. Though the prodigal son parable challenges our understanding of fairness and 
exposes our use of God it also reminds us that the most fulfilling life we can lead is one 
where we are in a vibrant relationship with the Father. The younger son’s life wasn’t 
fulfilling though he bought and experienced whatever he wanted. The older son’s life 
wasn’t fulfilling because he wasn’t rewarded for his effort the way he felt he should be. 
Ultimately, fulfillment comes when we’re in a loving relationship with our Heavenly 
Father. Many of us struggle to fully understand how great God’s love for us truly is. And 
most of us struggle to live in light of that truth. Read Ephesians 3:14-19 together. 

Ephesians 3:14-19
14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and 

on earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen 
you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in 
love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide 
and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that 
surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of 
God.

In the parable both sons mistreat their father because they fail to understand how loved 
they are. They end up using their father and creating distance and pain in the 
relationship. Imagine if they understood and lived like they were “filled to the measure” 
with the father’s love. 



What are some ways we mistreat people in our lives because we aren’t “filled to 
the measure” with God’s love? How do we cause distance and pain because we 
have some fear or expectation? At work? At church? At home? 

In the Ephesians passage Paul repeats the words “power” and “love.” What is the 
connection between the two?

If you were completely “full” and lived like you were loved and didn’t need 
anything from anyone what would be different in your life? 

3. In different seasons we may identify with either the younger son or the older 
depending on where we are in our faith journey. Think first about the younger son: 

Compare your situation with the son’s journey. What point in his story most 
closely relates to where you are now? 

Have you ever known someone that ran away from God like the prodigal son ran 
away from home? Did they come back? 

Now think about the older son: 

What causes people to have the perspective the older son had in this story? 

Have you ever noticed how God was blessing someone else and felt that it wasn’t 
fair? Or have you tried to live the life God wanted and haven’t received the 
blessing you were hoping for?

What happens in our heart when we get jealous of how God celebrates someone 
else? What would God say to that? 

What can we learn from the different conversations the father had with his two 
sons? 

Bonus: While we often identify with one of the sons in the story we should be 
striving to be more and more like the father. He ran (disgraceful) with his legs exposed 
(disgraceful) to meet his wayward son and bring him back home. 

What is one concrete action the church can take that will reflect the Father’s 
attitude to lost children? 

What is one action step your life group can take to run toward the lost in order to 
bring them home? 

Take Home
This week challenge yourself to look for the times you’re using God and: 
Stop (point to you mind) 
Be honest (point to your heart) 
Tell Him what you want (point to your lips) 
Take it when He offers it (open your hands)


