
life groups 

Message Review
The message review is now in video format and can be found at lifegj.org/groups 

Ice Breaker 
Pastor Tim talked about being ripped off by some crooks in Zimbabwe when he was 
trying to exchange money. Can you tell of a time when someone ripped you off? 
How did you respond? 

Your Take-aways: Discuss with your group your impression of the 
message, any new perspective you gained, or how this message challenged you.

Digging Deeper: 

1. Pastor Tim talked about how the idea of tolerance has changed in our culture. It 
used to mean we allow people to have to different viewpoints or beliefs than we do. We 
would “put up with” their right to disagree with us. Now it means that we ought to 
endorse and accept peoples different viewpoints. If we don’t support them then we are 
not tolerant. 

Do you think our culture is hyper-sensitive to appearing tolerant and accepting?
• How is this a good thing? 
• How is it bad? 

Have you ever been personally labeled “intolerant” before? How did that make 
you feel? 

In light of the the cultural change in tolerance, how should christians talk to 
unbelievers? 

Read John 15:18 and Luke 6:22 together. What do these verses teach christians 
about tolerance? 

• In light of what Jesus said why are we surprised when christians aren’t 
treated with the same tolerance the culture expects of us? 

Read Matthew 5:43-48 and Romans 12:20 together. How are we as christians 
supposed to respond to intolerance? 
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2. Take a few minutes to privately read Romans 14 (focussing on vv. 1,13,19). The 
point of this week’s message was to discern how we ought to live out Jesus’ command 
not to judge and also be able to hold each other accountable to God’s standards. 

What type of judgement is Paul talking about in Romans 14:13? 

Where is the line between appropriate judgment and creating a stumbling block 
for others? 

Has anyone ever made you feel guilty for doing (or not doing) something you 
thought was OK to do (or not do)? 

In a modern context: sometimes people of different generations (or upbringing) might 
disagree about what is appropriate christian behavior. One generation might feel free to 
do things another generation might not. 
• What are some behaviors different generations (or people of different 

upbringings) might disagree about? 
• For the person who feels more freedom: what is your responsibility according 

to Romans 14? 
• For the person who prefers more restraint: what is your responsibility 

according to Romans 14? 

Freedom within personal convictions is not the same as moral relativism. There are still 
boundaries which God sets for us that are wrong. How has having a culture of 
christian freedom allowed people to get away with sin? 

Bonus In the message the 2nd point was Only God sees the heart. Don’t try to do 
God’s job. We have a natural tendency to try to judge people’s motives. So often 
however we are wrong (and it’s not our business). 

Why do we feel the need to judge people’s motives? (What fears do we have? 
What do we gain?, etc) 

How does our relationship (good or bad) with the other person influence how we 
judge their motives? 

The old cliché of loving the sinner but hating the sin is something we actually do quite 
well with ourselves. Why are we better at separating the behavior from the person 
with ourselves than we are with others? 

Take Home
God is calling us to be loving and authentic in our judgment. We ought to foster a 
culture within the church of calling sin “sin” while leading each other into 
restoration. And we ought to let love lead our charge into a lost world and leave 
judgment for the one true judge. 


